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Introduction  

General Information  
Gokyu is the first rank in Kodokan Judo where the judoka wears a col-

ored Belt.  While still a òBeginneró, the judoka should have some ele-

mentary skills and understanding of Kodokan Judo practice and tech-

niques.  At this rank, the general public will consider the judoka to be 

somewhat proficient in judo and will expect him/her to be able to ex-

plain Kodokan Judo and to execute basic techniques with some degree 

of skill.  It is important that the judoka understand that this is the first 

step in a long journey toward proficiency in Kodokan Judo.   

 

Since this is the first rank with a colored belt it is important that the 

Instructor counsel the student as he/she prepares to engage in the chal-

lenge of becoming a Kodokan Judoka.  The Gokyu must be made to 

understand that he/she will be expected to be an example to other be-

ginners in the class, that they must demonstrate a willingness to learn 

that will encourage others.  This includes being at the class on time, be-

ing ready to practice and being attentive.  Therefore, the judoka must 

practice with sincerity, dedication and regularity.   

 

General Eligibility  
To be considered eligible for promotion to the rank of Yonkyu, the ju-

doka must demonstrate the following: 

 

A. Be of good moral character, have a good attitude and 

outlook on life in general and Kodokan Judo in par-

ticular, and show a maturity that will ensure that the 

knowledge he/she is about to gain will not be abused. 

B. A basic understanding of competition in Olympic Judo. 

C. Technical proficiency in the techniques taught for this 

rank. 

D. Adequate time in grade to both understand and be 

proficient in the techniques required at this rank. 

E. A recommendation by the candidatesõ instructor or 
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Recommendation for Promotion  

Final Certification  

 
I, __________________________ serving as the Primary Instructor 

for the student assigned this Promotion Task Book hereby certify that 

the student has completed all requirements for the rank of Gokyu as 

listed herein.  I have examined all certifying initials and either personally 

know the instructors or have confirmed their qualifications to certify 

tasks as completed.  This certification is effective on 

_________________________. 

 

 

_________________________  _______________ 

Signature     Rank 

 

 

Recommendation for Promotion  

 
I, Bill Beebe, Yodan, serving as the Head Instructor for the Ozark Moun-

tain Judo Dojo, hereby promote _________________________ to 

the Kodokan Judo rank of Senior Gokyu effective _______________.  

This promotion entitles the student to wear a òGreen Beltó while prac-

ticing or participating in Kodokand Judo events or tournaments.  My 

promotion authority to Senior Gokyu has been granted by the Board of 

Examiners of the United States Judo Federation Northwest Yudanshakai 

effective December 5, 2004. 
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Certifying Instructors  

General Requirements  
You will notice that each task in this Promotion Task Book requires 

initials to certify that the student has completed the task satisfactorily.  

In order to be able to certify task for the Gokyu candidate, the instruc-

tor must hold a rank of at least Shodan awarded by either the USJF, the 

USJA or the USJI or an internationally recognized Kodokan Judo organi-

zation. 

 

Certifying Instructors  

 

 

Name of Instructor  Rank Rank Certi-

fied By  

Initials  
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by the Arkansas Judo, Inc. Board of Examiners. 

 

Candidates for promotion must be currently registered with the United 

States Judo Federation and the Ozark Mountain Judo Club.  Required 

time in grade for any promotion will be measured by the number of full 

years (or months) registered with the USJF, USJA or USJI or other na-

tional or international registration as the Board of Examiners may from 

time to time unanimously agree is acceptable. 

 

Candidates for promotion must be active judoka with regular participa-

tion in Arkansas Judo programs or in judo programs as the Board of 

Examiners may from time to time unanimously agree is  acceptable. 

 

 


